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PREF ACE- 


| Courteous 3 


CY Deſign in Publiſhing this 
Diſcourſe, was not to ac- 


quire the Name of an Author, '_ 
which is little valu'd by thoſe 


who are ſenſible of their own In- 


ſufficiency, and that all they have 
deſcends from the Immenſe Foun- 


tan of GRACE. 


It is calculated for thoſe who 


55 or may enter into Conjugal 
Bonde, to inform them, and urge 
the Practice of Relati de Dutzes, 


in which 1 57 is generally a great 


— 5 One 


W x — Ys 


0 4 Cereb 


was, to gratify thoſe in the Read. 


Trouble of Tranſcribing, which, 


Jul „ 


6 Tue PREFACE. 
One Reaſon why it is Printed 


ing of That which affected them 
in the Hearing, and to avoid the 


without Affront and Tugratitndy 
cou'd not, to many, have been 


deny'd. 


| hope the Sincerity of my In 
tentions, will be an Apology for 
the Meanneſs of the Performance, 
ſo Praying that it may reach the 5 
Ends, for which it is deſign'd; [ 


I commit it to the Patronage 1 | 

: Bleſſing of Him, who. g1ves the 15 
| ES to Paul's Planting and 4 
 Apollo's Watering, 
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(408. remain 
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in the Ser vice of, your Sou, 
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GENESIS li. 22. 


i 


who are lately enter'd into a Conjugal 
Station, that I wou'd ſpeak ſomething 
ſuitable to that 8 
Rik oh: 
And ſince ?tis a uſual Cuſtom, to preach 
Funeral Sermon at the Deceaſe of a Perſon, 
who has taken his Farewel of Time, and done 


with the Concerns of Lite, ſure it cannot but 


de as pertinent, tho? 'tis not ſo common, as 


the other, to direct a Diſcourſe to thoſe, who 
ae aſcending the Stage of the World, and 


appear in a Publick Poſt among their Brethren, 
o produce ſomething from the Sacred Word, 


Yaich may be for Counſel, Caution and Di- 


rect ion 


e er eee ——— — — — —  — ee 
r un 
r 


I. being the Importunate Requeſt of ſome 5 


ubject, I comply'd with their 


ok His Hand. He form'd him of the Duſt of the 
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rection in the whole Courſe of their Lives after: I bi 
And was ſuch Advice more religiouſly obfery'g, | 
we ſhou'd not fee. thoſe miſerable ' Diſtr aFjons 
Confuſions and Distreſſes in Families, and tha; 
viſible Decay of Piety, and impetaous Torrent of 
Sin and Prophanentſs, which have overſpread the 
Face of this Britiſh Iſland, the Original Cauſe 
of which, is, for want of the faithful Diſcharge 
of the Daties, which are incumbent on thoſe, 
whom GOD has made Parents, and Heads of 
Families, A Corruption here diſperſes itſelf like 
Veins into the Body Politick, and infects whole 
Kingdoms, Societies and Communities of Men. 
That h Errors may be reform'd, and Prac- 
tical Godlineſs recommended and embrac'd, is 
the Deſiga of my preſent Diſcourſe, for which 
I have fixed upon this Text. This, with the 
Verſe preceding, gives us an Account of the 
Formation of Eve, and her Immediate Union 
with Adam by GOD: When He had created 
the Heavens and the Earth, and all Brute and 
Inanimate Creatures, He. drew the Picture 
Himſelfon Man, who was made in the Image 
of the Inviſible GOD; He reſerv'd him to 
the laſt, as being the Maſter-Piece of rhe Works 


Ground, his bodily Part was made of no better 
Materials than the reft of the Creatures ; but 
GOD inſpir'd into him a Rational, Immortal 
Soul, by which he came nearer to the Divine 
Eſſence, than all other Things in the Viſible 
World : But in the whole Creation there was 
not fonnd a meet Aſſociate for Adam, whom 
- he could have agreable Converſation with _ 

SD His 


mel: GOD who had giv'n Rim ſubht a Sub 
Koignity and Indulgenee; would not fuffer 
him to ſpend his Days in Sdlitude; but: te 
al other Bleſſings and Felicities He had crown'd 
bim wir n) rede külis gave him 
dethe Delighttul panion of bis 18 
Partner with him in His Comférts and 


me an 


Com 


va to 


and 


YS, 


* 


whom He did not bring from an unknown 
World, nor was ſhe ode of a different Spe- 


des from hichſelf, but produc'd' of his 'Bleſh 


nite his Heart unto her 3 yea 5 one 0 His 
own Similitude and Nature, and fo every Way 


ſuited to be a Conſort 


innocent State. 


for him in his holy and 


by His Omnipotence had erected the Fabriek 


of the Heavens and the Barth, and adorn'd 


and repleniſtyd them with Variety of Crea- 
tures, -and by His Infinite Wiſdom di ſpesd 
every Thing in a moſt Benutiful and Harmo- 
nious Order, joyn'd thele T together in Para- 
diſe. He brought her to hingy did not force 
her upon him, for He. readily conſented to ac- 
cept of ſuch a Perſon, Whom Providence ſo 
kindly offer'd for his Comfort and Afſſfiſtance. 
Theſe were the moſt Glorious Couple, Which 
ever wete United together in Mairimonial Bonds, 
ſbining with the Rays of Divine Beauty, they 
had no Blemiſh nor Im perfection in their Bo- 


Souls, no Darkneſs u 
wr the Jeaſt Irtegula 


dies, no Stain nor Defilement of Sin upon their 
on their Bright Minds, 


rity. in any of their Fa- 
B 


culties : | 


— 
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calties; but all Things conſpir'd together to 


compleat- their Felicity 
I ſhall-compriſe the Senſe and Intention of 


the Words in this | Propofition, - | 


Marriage is of Divine Yuititutim 
and Appointment... Si 


Many Things at this Day are controverted, 
whether they be Jare Divino, but this is ſo 
plain and obvious, that few or none ever 
made a Scruple about it. This is confirm'd in 
the New Teſtament, which was enacted by 
the Great Law-Giver at the Creation, Epheſ, 
5. 31. For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave his Father 
pag his Mother, and [hall be joyned anto his Wife, 
and they two ſhall be one Fleſh. He ſhall relinquiſh 
his Parents Houſe and Converſation, if called 
thereto by Providence, and with a fingle and 
entire AﬀeQion be uaited to her, whom he takes 
into this moſt near and intimate Relation. Mar- 
riage was ordain'd for Man in his State of Inno- 
cence and Purity, and tho? he is now corrupted, 
yet ſtill is under the ſame Law and Duty. 
The Eſſence and Authority of Marriage is 
from GOD, tho? the Form and Mode of Cele- 
brating it is determin'd by the Power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, which is adminiſter'd accord- 
ing to the various Rites and Cuſtoms of the 
Places where we live; That which conſtitutes 
Marriage is the mutual Contract of the Parties 
joyn'd together; this tyes the Conjugal Knot. 
By doing it before a Publick Officer, or Air 
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ſter , they bind them ſelves by 4 Solemn Oath, 48 


in the Preſence of GOD, not to break this Cove- 
nant, and in expreſs Words declare it, that : 
others may, be Witneſſes of their Entrance into 


this Relation. 


And as Marriage is inſtituted by GOD, @ — || 
there is a ſpecial Providence aad Appointment Li 


of GOD, in bringing Perſons into a Conjugal ©! 
Relation; GOD brought Eve to Adam, and pre» I 
ſented her to him, as a meet Help and Aſſiſtant 

in all the Concerns, and Affairs of his Life. 
Where GOD has ordain*d two to come together, 

no humane Means nor Inſtruments can prevent 

t, GOD will ſhew Himſelf herein to be Sove- 
reign, and that His Counſel ſhall ſtand, tho? 

there be the greateſt Obſtacles in the Way, 
GOD will, to their Surprize, remove *em, and 

at His determinate Time it {hall be with Eaſe 
accompliſh'd. And if others, with the greateſt J 
Reſolution and Yigour, purſue ſuch an Inten- 
tion, and aſe the moſt prudent . Methods to 
effect their Purpoſes, yet if GO has deſign'd 
other ways to diſpoſe of 'em in the World, all 
ſhall be blaſted and ineffectual; yea, ſometimes 
when Matters are come ſo near a Concluſion, 
that according to the preſent Proſpect, it ſeems 
impoſſible they ſhould he parted, yet ſome Un: 
thoug hi- of Providence intervenes, which ravels 
all their Meaſures, and fruſftrates them: There | 
was the Bar of an Immutable Decree that kept 

19 aſunder, tho*. not diſcover'd but by the 

If the Divine Providence extends it ſelf to 
tie minuteſt and molt inconſiderable Affairs 10 
1 BP ũ oĩðͥZ” 
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the World, ſure it has the Rule and Conduct 
of us in this remarkable Change and State 9 
Life. They who deny th rob G0 P of His 
Prerogative, and eclipſe the great Attributes d 
His Power, Wiſaom and Omniſcienct, which vir- 
tually overthrows His Being. What tho? ſome, 
by Uzlanful Means, come together, and break de 
all the Bounds of Truth, Juſtice, Honeſty andi C 
Piety, to accompliſh their Ends, yet it is by 
GO D' Permiſſion; the? there be Sin in the In. 
ſtruments, there is none in GOD, who brings 
His own Glory out of the Confuſions, Sins, 
Diſorders and Irregularities of His Creatures, 

| and oftentimes ſuffers a Perfon's Miſcarriage in 
| this Affair to be a Rod and Puniſhment for his 
| former Offences. Did we not believe, that Pre- 
TE  vidence governs us in tliris Turn of Life, how 
| could ſome of GO D's Children ſubfiſt under 
thoſe heavy Burthens, and Calamities, which 

a marry'a State many Times involves them in. 

The Belief of GOP's Sovereignty in their Diſ- 

poſal, is an Anchor and Ballaſt to their toſſed 

Spirits. The Scripture affords us many Inſtan. 

ces, wherein a peculiar Direction and Guida 

of Providence, eminently appears in the Manage; ci 
ment ol this Concern. Sarah was be 

* Gen. 11. 29. allotted for Abraham x Abri. . 
bens Servant mult go to MPN hi 

' potamia, to chooſe a Wife for his Son Iſauc, w. 
and GOD led him on his Journey, and prol-W liz 
"0 per'd his Enterprize. And then an 

_ + Ger. 24. 58. à little Entreaty gains F Rebecca N Wi 
Conſent to go. Jacob travels to tal 
Padan-Aram to take him a Wite, and by Pe. of 

1 | videnct 


Tia) 


vidence, ww Kis beloved Rache! t M 1 


at . Well of Haran, Which JT Gen. 2525 8 
was the firſt Time df dir In- 21 9 K 
erview,” and ſerv'd her rigid Fa-. 0% 1 
ter Fourteen Years before — obtain len 
Two who livd à conſiderable Diſtance aſun. 
der, by a Divine Condat, are broughe to have 
Converſation together, and chey, who; a few 
Weeks before, had no perſonal Acquaintance 
one with the other, ſhall; by GOD who com- 
wands the Heatts of all, be united in the 
ftrongeſt Bonds of Affecrioli If we make hur a 
common Reflection on the Paſſages and Turns 
of human Life, we muſt acknowledge the Su- 
pream Hand of GOD in this Affair. The ver 
Perſons, the Time of tlieir Entrance into tha 
State, and Continuance together, with the va- 
rious Accidents and Circumſtances of their 
Lives, are pre-ordain'd by Him, who is won 
derfal in C oanſel,” and excellent it working.” As 
Marriage is of Divine Inſtitution and Appoint. 
nent, 10 it is for wiſe. and Nele Reaſons, klar the 
Creator did ordai it. 3 l 
Firſt, For the Propaga Mankind, 165 eſpe- 
cially the Church" of God in 1 A World, h ö 
be continud und preſerv od 0 the Eid" "T7 ime. 
Tho” there was not this Ordinance of « 30d, the 


# Wn * 


human Race might not be extinct, yet there 


would be 10. Order nor Diſtinction Of Fami- 


les nothing but Confuſion, Injuſtice, Fraud 
and Violence wou'd be ſeen upon Earth. Men 


bold promiſcuouſly herd together like Brutes, 
taking no Care for I oft, which, by the Ties 


of Nature, they were bound to make Proviſion 
15 „ | for 8 


B 


ball 


for. If there was no Reſpect to the Divine Com, 
mand, the very Principles of Natural Light and 
Reaſon wou'd direct us to ſuch an Order. A 
Train of innumerable Evils would be the Con. 
ſequence of a Lawleſs Liberty. How careful 
were the Jews to preſerve their Tribes and Ge- 
nealogies HE that they might know from what 


Stock they were deſcended? By Entring into 


this State our Names and Memories are perpe- 
tuated, and Man obtains a Kind of Immortality: 
They live in their Children Which ſurvive them, 
who not only carry their Names, but often- 
times the Characters ↄf their Perſons, and (as 
One ſays) are Part of the Parents wrapt ap in 4. 
not her Skin ; and GOD has appointed it for the 
LIacreaſe and Preſervation of the Spiritual Ming: 
dom of His Son in the World. It one Generation 
dies, GOD will raiſe up an Hoh Seed in their 
Room to ſerve Him, and will never want Wit: 
neſſes of His Truth and Goſpel. Many of the 
Heirs of Salvation are yet unborn, which are 
kept in the Womb of Providence, till GON 
Thall call them forth, to add to the Number of 
His Catholick Church. „ - 

_ Secondly, GOD has initituted Marriage, that 
they who enter into this Conjugal Relation, might be 
mutual Comforts, and aſſiſting one to the other. This 
is the Reaſon intimated by the Wiſe -Creator 
for it, Gen. 2. 18. And the Lord God ſaid, It is not 
good that the Man ſhould be alone, I will make him 
an Help meet for him. One to be the End eared 
Companion of his Life, whatever State or Con- 
dition he ſhou'd be brought into; if in 44, 
verſity this would alleviate his Burden, and i 

- | „„ 


tas) 


favour'd with Halcyon Days, give à Reliſh to 


all his Enjoyments. No Tye of Friendſhip is fo 
near as the Conjugal Relation, nor can any have 


ſuch a tender Sympathy with another, as they 
who are join'd together in theſe Sacred Bonds: 
Their Hearts ſhou'd be like the Strings of two 


Lutes that are tun'd in Uniſon, if you ſtrike 


on one the other moves and trembles: They 


ſhou*d rejoice and weep together. With whom 


can any have that Liberty as with a Relative, to 
whom they can communicate the greateſ# of 


their Secrets, without Fear of Reflection, Slan- 


der or Miſrepreſentation; One whom they can 
freely converſe with on all Occaſions, and con- 
ſult in the Management of Dometic Affairs. 
If, by Providence, their Temporal Subſtance is 
waſted, both Unanimouſly join together to re- 
trieve their Circumſtances; and if the Candle 
of the Lord ſhines oa their Tabernacles, and 
He makes em proſperous in their Undertakings, 
the Union that is between em adds to their 
Joy. If the one is viſited with Sickneſs, it is an 
Allay to their Sorrow, that the other has a rea? 
Concern for, and ſincerely commiſerates them; 
yea, when GOD, by Death, ſeparates one from 


the other, they leave the Children GOD has 


giv'n 'em, theſe Pledges of Love, to the Care and 


Iuit ion of the Surviving: Relative, with greater 


Peace and Security than they cou'd to any other; 
jea, whatever Calamity befalls em there are 
two to bear the Burden. Solomon's Yertauous: 


Woman openeth her Mouth with Wiſdom, and in her 


Tongue is the Law of Kjndneſs. Prov. 31. 26. 


The Heart of her Husband doth ſafely truſt in her, 


jo 
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| pada 1 40 ſbail have no(aeed of. Groll, le wii 4 
u Good and nt Rull. al the _ e 
Chap. ibid. Ver. 11, A 
Thirdly, GOD har e i oy vent FI 
viration, and cat off all Unlawful aud 'UnchaſftecDy 
fres' and Affections. This the Apoſtle Paul pra 
duces for it, 1 Cor. 7. 2. Nevuertheleſs to avoid 
Fornication, let every Man have lis own Wife, and 
let every Woman have her omn Husband. This At: 
Saen was. of no Force to Man in his Innocen- 
- . Cy, whoſe Affections were p re, holy and regu- 
lar, and run parallel with the Law & GOD en⸗ 


graven upon his Heart. But how prone is 


Man, in his Corrupted State, to go aſtray, fo 
| that be needs all Reſtraints to keep him within 


the Bounds of his Duty, and GOD has provided 
this as the moſt effettuat Remedy to preſerve: us 
from the Szares of. the Devil. They that ſin a« 
gainſt It, contract a double Guilt on their Soul, 
What Iagratitude is it, when GOD has allow'd 
us all Lawfal Delights, to OE tho Bounds 
of His omg 3 24010 
Fourthly, To be 4 Repr tation 0 har 72 
cal Union, fro is « Ree Chriſt and his C 2 
Tho' no Barthly Similitude is able to ſet forth 
this ſublime Myſtery in its full Extent and Lati- 
tude, tis but a faint Reſemblance of That, which 
is above the Reach of our moſt penetrating Con- 
ceptions: The Angelical Beings can't compre- 
hend It, much leſs can we who have only a 
Glimpſe and Tranſient Sight thereof, at a Di- 
ſtance, thorow the dim perſpective of Faith. 
It is the Safety and Comfort of the Believe! 
here, and he Top: of Heav'ns Glory. Jaln 
. | — 07 2H 


| 2 : | I 7 ; . — 
jt in Me and T in Thee, that they alla n 


&nce, of this Text when we come to the Lis 


of.the Conjugal Union, he applies it to th fpir> 
tual Mytery. Eph. 5. 32. This is 4 great Myſtery 
hat I ſpeak concerning Chriſt, and the Church, 
INeareſf, yea, an Eternal Union with Himſelf, 
1nd have the nut Familiar Communion With 
her, aſſum'd her Nature, which was infinitely 
below His Eſſential Dignity and Glory. 115 
fd His Love on her when ſhe was in a very 


tw and contemptible Condition, and it re- 


mains mo# firm, conſtant and inviolable. He 


wok her from the Dunghill of Sin aud Miſery, 


and advanc'd her to the Throne, He is her 
Head, Ruler and Protector, and affords a Supply 


Ot all neceſſary Accommodations, and never for- 


gets her in His Abſence, | yea, He joys and 


delights in her. Ia. 62. 5. latter part, Aud as the 


Brige2ro0m rejoyceth over the Bride, ſo (þalb thy 
Cod rejoyce over thee, How cou'd He more pa- 
thetically expreſs the Largeneſs and Fervency 


of His Affections to her? After a few Days of 


Separation, He'll bring her with che higheſt Ex- 
ralions of Toy into His Fathers 92 
lalace &, Where ſhe ſhall reign * 7/al. 45. 13. 
Eternally with Him. What He _ 
quires of His Spouſe is Parity, Subjection, Obe- 


#:1:e, the Returns of Ho Love and Delight in 


her; he is iatereſted in His Perſon, in His 


C 


/ 


1. 21. That they all may be one, as Thou Fathet 
. , We hal bee undertand he 


of /iþ0n; than we can whilſt we ſtand without = 
the Vail. When the Apoſtle had been 7 7 - 


Chriſt, that He might take His Spouſe into tile 


Spirit, 
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| all His Fulneſs and Glory. Here is a Similitude pe 


A 
Spirit, in His Father's Love, in His Death, Re. 
ſurrection and Mediation, in His Righteouſneſs U. 
in His Everlaſfing Covenant, in His Promiſes, U 
in the Riches of His Grace; yea, in a word, in 


an Equality. N „ 0 
In the next Place, I ſhall proceed to the 


between This and the Conjugal Union, but not 


Duties, which are incumbent on thoſe who are iſ ® 
brought into this Relation. WA 
_ Firſt, Mutual Love ought conſtantly to be main. 1 
tained between them; when once gone, tis not eaſily ya 
recover d, and where it is wanting there will be no. js 


thing but Diſpates, Contention and Diviſion, the 
Effects whereof will be Reflections and Scandal, ani Nl ** 
have a Tendency to the Ruin of their Tempora 


Eſtate, and Deſtruction of their Houſe. To pre-. 
vent this, let them endeavour at their firſt Eu- 
trance into this State, to engage each others H 
Affection; when their Hearts are firmly ce- bt 
mented together, a ſmall Matter will not be K 


able to divide them afterwards. Let them keep 
up their Eſteem one of the other, if once the I !” 


Reputation of the one ſinks in the others Judg- 
ment, they preſently grow contemptible, their I s 
Love cools, and their Hearts are alienated from I. 
them. If Love be ſenſual it will ſoon evaporate, 1 
and thoſe Amorous Flames in a little Time ex- Ti 
pire, which may turn to Diſtance and Diſaf- 15 
fection; but if it be founded upon Solid and L 
Rational Principles, on real Merit, Agrecable- I , 
neſs, Internal Endowments, Virtue and Piety, ; 
it will be laſting and inviolable; the Preſerving !“ 
of which, will contribute much to rhe Happr 5 


nels 


neſs of this Relation; all Things will be car- 
yd on with Content and Pleaſure: This will 
cover a Multitude of Infirmities, and make us 
mas the moſt candid Senſe upon every Action. 
Let all Satyrical Reflections and Virulent Lan- 
guage be avoided, as the Underminers of your 
Union. Take no Notice of ſmall Defects, think 
not that you can have Perfection here. Let the 
Sincerity of your Love, render the Companion 
whom GOD hath choſen for. you, lovely and 
valuable in your Eyes. It there be ſome Ac- 
compliſhment wanting, which perhaps you 
may view in another, let it create no Uneaſi- 
neſs nor Diſcontent, nor leſſen your Affections: 
It is worthy our Remark what | - 
2 Pious Miniſter (H in his Di- * Mr: Dod. 
vine Sentences ſpeaks upon this Ra 
Head, If you be in a marry'd State know and be- 
lieve it, tho you might have had a Better, or 
Richer Wife, or Husband, yet, ſure enough, you 
could ne&er have had a Fitter ; becauſe it was ſo ap- 
pointed by God in Heaven, before it could be 4c- 
compliſh*d. here on Earth. Sure the Command of 
God, the Nearneſs of the Relation, and the 
Tyes of Nature, ſhould conſtantly oblige you 
to this Duty, tho? you may meet with many 
Things, which might cauſe you to flacken 
your Affections. Hear what the wiſe Man faith, 
Prov. 5. 18, 19. Rejcyce with the Wife of thy Youth. 
Let her be as the loving Hind and pleaſant Roe, 
let her Breeſts ſatisfy thee at all Times, and be 
tou raviſh'd always with her Love. 
Secondly, Let me now ſpeak a Word or two 
to that Duty, which is peculiar to the Wife, 
5 | C2 „ 


„ UL 
Viz. Obedience to her Hysband as her Head aud 
Sovereign. Let none think this is too great a 
Title and Hopoar, ſince it is the Prerogative 
which the Rector of the World has givn him. 
The Wite is not ſ## juris, may not in many 
Things act without the Leave of her Superi. 
our, and ſometimes muſt ſubmit to that which 
is contrary to her Judgment and Inclination, 
Numb. 30. 8, 12. Under the Law the Vow of 
the Wife was made void, if her Husband dil. 
7 allow'd it. The Woman had ill © 
K 1 Gor. 11. her Original ( Extraction from 
8, 9. 1 Tim. the Man, and was created after I C 
1 2. 13, 14. him, for his Affiſtance, who by . 
er pernicious Counſel drew hm © 1 
into the fatal Snare, being firſt in the Tranſ. « 
greſſion, all which give him the Precedence, « 
and place her in the lower Form: And it is In 
moſt reaſonable, ſince it is the Command and I f. 
Appointment of Him, Who hath fer every Il it 
Thing in a moſt decent and beautiful ' Order. A 
Some left) and ambitions Spirits think it a de- 4 
grading to ſtoop to the Rule and Dictates of an tt 
Husbitid, when it makes them truly honourable I t« 
to keep their Station, and lefſens their Character b. 
to aſpire above it. How monſtrous would it I pl 
be, for the Hand or Foot to be plac'd on the 0 
Head? and as abfard it is, for the Wife to take I . 
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the Authority of her Husband. Let her not I ca 
think it an iatoterable Yoke, the Service and I Nt 
Sabjection of Love will be eaſy and delightful. | H 
A Voluntary and chearful Compliance and Lon. 5 
&-/cenſion will make his Government ſerene and WW » 
Fonile ; ſo that ſhe will have more of To 75 to 
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Wl, than if ſhe moroſel deny'd Obedience to 


5. But the Head ought not to abuſe his Autho- 
rity, and turn it into Hrannical Rigour and Se- 
verity, it muſt be a Rule of Mildzeſs and Love: 
Nor ought he alwsys to go to the utmoſt Extent 
of his Power, for here ſummum Jus may be ſum- 


ms Injuria, and her Obedience mult be limited. 
if he commands what is ſinful and unlamful, ſhe 


js bound by uo Authority to obey him; for the 
Great Legiſlator never enacted any Statute to 
W His Royal Laws. 5 
FTbirdiy, Another Duty is, Diligence in their 
Callings, and 4 prudent Care to make Proviſion for 
the Support of their Families. The Apoſtle ſays, 


1 Tim. 5. 8. But if any provide not for his own, 


and eſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe, he hath 


deny'd the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. How 


many profuſely conſume that, with which they 
ſhou'd have ſuſtain*d their Families; and others 
impertinently ſpend their Time, and by a remiſs 


Negligence, bring Ruin and Miſery on themſelves, _ 
and are iavoly?d in Troubles all their Days, which 


they repent of at Leiſare, when they lee the fa- 
tal Conſequence of their impradent Conduct, and 
have loſt their Opportunity. GOD who multi- 


ply'd the WIidow's Barrel of Meal and Cruſe of 


0, can encreaſe a little Patrimon), which by a 
Tragal Improvement and the Divine Bleſſing, may 


carry you comfortably to the End of your Jour- 


ney, and G OD uſually bleſſes the induſtrious 
Hand. Prov. 22.29. Seeft thou a Man diligent in 


bis Buſineſs, he ſhall Stand before Rings, he, ſhall ” 


mt aud before mean Men. He ſhall be advanc'd 
to ſome Eminent Place and Station in the World. 


-- ©. Fourthlyy 


ff. 
Fourthly, Be Worſbippers of GOD in jour Cl 
ets and Families: Set up Religion in your 
Houſes, let them be Berhe/s and Temples, in 
which you offer up Spiritual Sacriſices to GOD, 
Every Houſe ſhou'd be a Little Church and 
Oratory, and the Maſter the Prieſt to call on 
GOD. Jer. 10. 25. Pour out thy Fur) ( ſays the 
Prophet) on the Heathen that know thee not, and 
on the Families that call not on thy Name. The 
Devil is Preſident and Ruler in thoſe Houſes, 
where GOD is not invof'd, and Daily Offerings 
paid unto Him. How can ſuch expect Succeſs, 
and the D:vine Bleſſing on their Undertakings, 
who zever requeſt it; but live as if there was 
neither a GOD, nor a Supream Providence over 
the World ? Servants and Children are to be 
inſtructed and educated in the Doctrines and 
Principles of Chriſtianity, and an Exemplary Life 


ſet before em, which will have a greater 


Power on the Conſcience than all Admonitions 
and Counſels, the Impreſſions whereof may re- 
main when you ſleep in the Duſt, and are ga- 


ther'd to your Fathers. The Trueſt Demonſtra. 


tion of Love to your Children, will be a Tender 
Negard for their Better, Immortal Part. What 
will it avail them to be Great, Wiſe, Learned and 
Honoarable in this World, and have their Portion 
with the Damned in the next? It was an high 
Commendation, which GOD gave of Abraham, 
that Eminent Saint and Patriarch in the Old 
Teſtament, Gez, 18. 19. For I know him, that ht 
will command his Children and his Houſhold after 
hin, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
Jeſtice aud Judgment, that the Lord may bring upon 
5 Abraham 
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abraham that which he hath ſpoken of him. The 


” 


charge their Duty to em, that they dye not in 
their Iniquity, and their Blood be not requir'd 
at their Hands. 5 . „ 

Fifthly, Let it be your great Concern to promote 
the Salvation of one anothers Souls: Is one a Be- 
lerer and the other uncall d? how Importu- 


vrſon. How can you without the deepeſt Con- 
rn and Agony of Spirit, think of the Eternal 
perdition of ſuch a vear Relation, that they 


Flames of Hell! 1 Cor. 7. 16. For what knoweſt 


Or how knoweſt thou O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave 
th Wife ? But if bath have obtain d Mercy, 
walk together as Heirs of the Grace of Life. 


when GOD comes to make a Separation, the 
ſurviving Relative may nor have ſad Reflec- 
tions on themſelves, that they 20 better im- 
proy'd their Communion together, and were no 
more ſpiritual in their Converſation, and ſo omiſ- 
Ive and negligent in Relative Duties; but carry 
it ſo in your Station, that when GOD ſhall call 
one of you away, the other may not take his 


Final Farewel of them, but believe that e're 


long they {hall iet again in the Manſions above, 
where they ſhall know one another after the 
Feſh no more, when all Natural Afﬀetinns 


hall he extinguiſh'd, and ſwallow'd up in the 5 
Ocean of Divine Leve; and tho? divided b 
| - Death - 


Charge of Souls is committed unto Heads of 
Tonilies, and they are bound faithfully to diſ. 
nate ſhowd you be with GOD for their Con- 


who have lain in your Boſom ſhall lye in the © 


thou O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Husband? 


Aſſiſt one another in Heav'n's Ways, that 
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